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COVID UPDATE

Welcome to Issue 12 of the Bernera 
News.  We've not quite been going for 
a year yet, as in the first few months 
of publishing we produced a smaller 
newsletter every fortnight, but the 
time still feels to have flown by. 

We hope you're enjoying receiving this 
newsletter.  Don't forget, if you'd rather 
not receive a paper copy just let us 
know and we can take you off our 
mailing list.

In May, we will be producing a bumper 
issue to celebrate one whole year of 
the Bernera News.  In it we'd like to 
include as much local content as 
possible.  So, if you have a photo 
you'd like to share, perhaps a poem 
that you've written or particularly 
enjoy, a story you'd like to tell, or 
anything more we'd love to hear from 
you.

Also, if you have anything that you'd 
like us to include, or suggestions on 
what we might be able to do better, 
please don't hesitate to get in touch.

We are saddened to hear, once more, 
of sad passings within the 
community.  Our thoughts go out to 
those of you affected.  We have some 
lovely in memoriam pieces to share 
with you in this issue, for some of 
those who have died, but ask that 
other family or friends of those 
recently departed consider sending us 
something to include in future issues.

We would very much like to ensure 
that a suitable tribute is paid to each 
and every one of those no longer with 
us. 

In Elsa Hutchison's death on January 8th, the Island lost one who had 
lived on Bernera since 1976: her home, with Irene, being 'at the end of 
the road' in Hacklete. Born in Edinburgh, and subsequently training there 
as a P.E. Teacher, she taught in Edinburgh for 14 years before coming 
North; and teaching then in rural schools in different parts of Lewis. 
Tributes from children on her retirement confirm her to have been a 
loved and respected member of our school communities.

Of Elsa's various loves and involvements, not least that of gardening, we 
well remember her Bowls Day presence in our community, in the Cafe 
and at the Bowls....very much loved and respected, and providing 
'sparkle', in that particular company.

We want to express to Irene our care and sympathy, and the assurance 
of our support in all the necessary readjusting for her that Elsa's death 
has already, and will, involve.

Ben Johnstone

IN MEMORIAM

ELSA HUTCHISON

Wednesday 10th February 2021 was a glorious sunny, frosty day but 
filled with sadness as we laid our friend Dave to rest at the beautiful 
cemetery in Valtos.

Dave and Janine arrived in Bernera near on 20 years ago, I met them 
sitting in the boot of their Range Rover having tea on the Kirkibost Pier. I 
had just come into the pier with the Siarach 11 and was walking up the 
pier when I met Dave for the first time. I said "hello!" he replied in his 
Yorkshire accent “we put on tea; do you want a cup?” We chatted for 
about an hour and by the time I left, it was as though we had known 
each other for years. 

Dave and Janine moved to Kirkibost with their 4 girls (Ruth, Louise, 
Gillian, and Sally) and built their beautiful house at 17 Kirkibost along 
with his engineering/fabrication workshop at the Kirkibost pier.
I had 4 boats at the time which meant lots of maintenance and problem 
solving. Thankfully, Dave was there to help, and we very quickly became 
great friends. Dave and Janine had their own successful haulage 
company before they came to Bernera. Dave was a brilliant engineer 

DAVID HARGREAVES

continued on page 2
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BERNERA DEVELOPMENT TRUST UPDATE

ELSA HUTCHISON

It’s been a busy couple of months since the GBCDT AGM in December where John Porteous stepped 
down from the position of Chair. He has successfully led the group for the last 2 years and the GBCDT 
thank him for his leadership. His company has extensive experience of developing harbours and 
pontoons, and was a clear winner of the tender to manage the  pontoon scheme at Kirkibost. In order to 
prevent a conflict of interest he  stepped down as a trustee of the group, and in January Anne Ryan was 
elected chairperson. 

Directors Tom Macdonald, Callum Macauley, and Tony Spinks were  re-elected at the AGM, and Ella 
Macauley remains as the young person's representative. Rhiannon Teather has newly joined as a 
trustee. Norma Macleod was reconfirmed as the minutes secretary. Thanks go to Joan Macauley for her 
ongoing funding application support. 

At the February 18th Meeting, the buyout of the island was again discussed. The GBDT are pursuing a 
Part 3 Crofting community compulsory purchase as the Part 2 offer has not been successful. A Part 3 

and had many engineering and practical skills which he brought with him to Bernera.

The most memorable thing about Dave was that he always had time to talk to you and have a laugh. If you 
had a new idea or a problem with something that had to be fixed, he would say.
 “come into shed lad, we’ll get pot on for tea and get the notepad out and make a plan”
Many a laugh we had in that shed fixing things or just chatting and solving the problems of the world!!
Dave was a great friend who I will sorely miss. He will also be a loss to the Bernera Community, Fishing and 
Fish Farming industry.

Our sympathy goes out to his wife Janine and daughters Ruth, Louise, Gillian, and Sally for their loss of a 
Husband, Dad, Grandad, and Father-in-law.

Neil James Macaulay

IAIN MACDONALD
IAIN BEAG CHEANN AN THAIB

It was with great sadness after a short illness that we heard of the passing of Iain Macdonald, Bayhead 
House Tobson.

Iain was well known to all in the community as the local bus operator before his retirement.  Iain served 
in the RAF and after returning to the island had a shop in Stornoway.

He started the local bus service and school run in Bernera, along with working the family croft. Never 
one to shy away from a challenge, himself and his brother Norman ran the first independent fish farm on 
the island.  Iain, a quiet gentleman with a wealth of knowledge, took to this role with an understanding 
and a dignified silence, rising to every challenge.

A great inspiration to all of the family, both himself and his brother Norman lived and worked in harmony 
with a quiet respect for one another and their surroundings. 
Two unassuming men, an inspiration as uncles, with a lot of treasured memories at Bayhead House.
We  would like to thank everyone in the community who paid their last respects in so may different 
ways. The minister Reverend Hugh Stewart and Johann, a good neighbour to Norman and Iain, led the 
service and gave spiritual comfort. Thanks to the local fire brigade for duties in Bosta, and to Mr Macrea 
and his staff at the undertakers for all their help and support on the day.

A special thank you to all the staff at Dun Eisdean for all the loving care shown to Iain.

From all the family, home and away, many thanks.
Miranda Macdonald

continued on page 3
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
We are currently under a Tier 4 lockdown after rising cases of the virus within Lewis. It is important that 
everyone remains vigilant and ensures that all necessary precautions are taken. 
 

NHS Western Isles urge everyone to be vigilant for the three main symptoms (new persistent cough, high 
temperature, and loss of or change in taste or sense of smell).  The local outbreaks also have some different 
symptoms which include a tickly cough, sore throat, aching muscles, unexplained fatigue or headache.  

If you experience any new symptoms please self isolate and seek advice on arranging a test.  Contact the 
Western Isles Covid-19 response team on 01851 601151 or email wi.covid19queries@nhs.scot

In the meantime you are kindly reminded that you should only leave your home for an essential reason.  
These include:

Shopping for food
Caring for someone
Going to a medical appointment 
Visiting someone in an extended household  

Doing exercise outside
Getting money from a cash machine  
Accessing support

People from different households are not allowed to meet indoors, or in each other's house.  Exceptions 
include essential childcare, those living alone or alone with children, who may form extended households.

1 person can meet 1 other person from another household for sport, work, exercise or leisure as long as it is 
outdoors, and social distancing is maintained at all times.  

Those who are shielding are asked to stay at home as much as possible.  You can still go out for exercise 
and essential shopping or medicines though.

ARE YOU AN UNPAID CARER?
Unpaid Carers include anyone who cares for a friend or family member who, due to old age, physical or 
mental illness, disability, serious injury, or an addiction, cannot cope without their support.  This does not 
include paid carers, or those who are volunteering.  Caring can mean helping with things like shopping, 
domestic tasks, emotional assistance, and personal care.  

Unpaid carers are identified as a priority group for the Covid vaccination.  If you are an unpaid carer you are 
asked to ensure this is registered with your GP surgery as soon as possible, so that you can be invited to 
attend vaccination appointments when they become available.

purchase has not been successful in Scotland to date, but all avenues are being enthusiastically explored. 
We are currently working with the Scottish Government to clarify technical details which have come to light.

Funding has been secured to upgrade the toilet facilities at Bosta which will provide hot water, fencing and 
other modest upgrades which will be very welcome.

The Kirkibost Pontoon development is proceeding according to the original timetable for completion in 
Summer this year and the GBCDT are currently working with the council to acquire the land for the EV 
charge points and campervan hookups, and laundry facilities. Asset transfer advice is being given by the 
Comhairle. The GBCDT should soon be able to purchase the required land to bring the pontoon development 
to fruition without affecting ongoing fishing and other commercial interests at the pier.

Housing is a priority area and work to identify land for affordable housing is continuing. The GBCDT is aware 
of land owned by the Free Church of Scotland in Breaclete and their enquiries are ongoing, though prolonged 
by Covid restrictions and furloughing.

The next GBCDT meeting will be held via Zoom on the 18th March at 7:30  and as always, is open to all 
residents who are welcome to additionally join as members.  Please email trustbernera@hotmail.com for 
details of the meeting and if you have any questions you can also call Anne Ryan on 07786 963 481. 
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FEELING LOW?

Sometimes our thoughts and feelings can overwhelm us to the point where it becomes difficult to cope 
with everyday life.

You are not alone, and recognising when you need support can be the first step towards good mental 
health and wellbeing.  

Breathing Space is a service from NHS 24 which offers a free, confidential, phone service for anyone in 
Scotland over the age of 16 experiencing low mood, depression or anxiety.

All calls are free from both landlines and mobiles, and the phone number won't show up on telephone 
bills. 0800 83 85 87

BE KIND TO YOUR MIND
Are you experiencing emotional distress, or feelings of hopelessness?  Do you feel that it's all getting too 
much?

Are you having difficulties with money, work, housing, or concerned about your own wellbeing and the 
wellbeing of loved ones?

Are you a parent who is worried about the effect that the coronavirus outbreak is having on your child?

Are you a young person worried about being away from school and friends, or are worried about a family 
member?

During this uncertain time we are all re-adjusting to new ways of living our lives.  It is normal to 
experience some level of anxiety and stress.  Each of us will have different ways of coping, however if 
you need extra support the Western Isles Psychological Wellbeing Hub offers help to people of all ages 
living in the Western Isles who may be experiencing distress.  

They can offer tips and techniques that can help, and offer guidance and support. 
Call on 01851 708022 or 01851 601151.  Email at wi.psychologicalsupportforcorona@nhs.scot
Or take a look at their website: www.coronavirus.wi.nhs.scot 

DOMESTIC ABUSE ISN'T JUST PHYSICAL.  CONTROL ISN'T LOVE.
If you or anyone you know is experiencing domestic abuse or are frightened about a partner or 
ex-partner, or just need support and information, please contact Western Isles Women's Aid, 53a 
Bayhead, Stornoway.
They are open Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm.  Call 01851 704750 or email office@wiwasty.org

UNUSED LAPTOPS AND TABLETS PLEA
Tech Mobile are asking for those with old, unused laptops and tablets (but preferably functional in a way) to 
donate them to a project they are currently running.  Donated laptops and tablets will be refurbished and 
given out to those struggling with access to suitable computers for homeschooling.  

If you have an old laptop you are willing to donate please get in touch on 01851 700178 or email 
sales@tech-mobile.co.uk.

Likewise, if you, or someone you know, would benefit from a refurbished laptop or tablet for homeschooling 
please get in touch with them.  This can be done in confidence. 
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SCAM CALLS
It has been brought to our attention that there have been some scam phone calls made to residents 
within Bernera recently.  One such phone call claimed to be from the technical department at BT saying 
that there had been a security issue raised with suspicious use of the internet at that property.  Luckily 
the recipient of the call did not believe the caller, but the caller then became quite rude and abusive.  A 
suspicious email was also received at this time, again supposedly from BT.  This incident has been 
reported to BT and is being investigated, but we wanted to make sure that everyone is aware of what to 
do if you receive an unsolicited phone call. 
 

BT say that it is very unusual for them to contact you out of the blue by phone.  If they do call, they will 
confirm that they are speaking to the account holder, so will ask for a person by name.  They advise that 
you should never give out personal details, without being absolutely certain that the call is from them.  
You should never allow anyone remote access to your computer.  If you are not sure that they are who 
they say they are, ask them to write to you instead, but do not give them your address.  (If they are 
genuine they will already have access to your address).  You could also hang up and call them back on a 
number you know belongs to them (not one which they give you).      

Handling scam calls
- Hang up
- If they claim to be from BT report the call to BT on 0800 661 441
- If you have Call Protect, blacklist the number
- If they claim to be from a respected business, look the business's number up and call back

Handling scam emails
- Don't click links, open attachments or reply
- If it’s seemingly from BT, forward as attachment to phishing@bt.com, if not from BT then 
  report@phishing.gov.uk.  Then delete the email
- Even real-looking emails may have been spoofed

Handling scam texts
- Don't click on links, reply or text back
- If you can see the number, check whether it's genuine by searching online
- Forward the text to 7726 so that Ofcom can look into it, then delete the text.

PEAT CUTTING DOCUMENTARY
A small production company, based on Lewis, are looking for people who still cut traditionally to tell their 
stories and allow them to do some filming with you.
For those reluctant to be on camera they would be grateful to those who might allow the filming of their 
peat stacks.  Contact Alison on 07525 211 702 or email alison@elephantshoefilms.co.uk

BERNERA MOVERS
It’s nice to see new people moving into the area but often that means we’ve had to say goodbye to lovely 
friends who have left. Some people aren’t moving far though, like Thelma Carmichael, who has let us 
know that she recently moved from 5 to 13 Dun Innes.  Her telephone number remains the same.

If you’re new to the area or indeed are just back after a while away, we welcome you and invite you to get 
in touch and let us know your news. We’d love to hear from you.
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Linne Macleod
Dun Innes

CUIMHNE LEANABAIS
Bhithinn mu thrì bliadhna a dh'aois aig an àm. Bha mo mhàthair air ùbhlan a cheannach, ùbhlan dearga, 
mòra, agus bha iad ann am bobhla air a' bhòrd-chidsean.

An làrna-mhàireach nuair a chaidh i dhan chidsin lorg i bìdean anns na h-ùbhlan agus dh' èigh i: "Linne, 
thig an seo anns a' bhad! Seall na h-ùbhlan. Dè rinn thu?'

Fhreagair mi "Cha robh mis e a bh'ann, a Mhamaidh.  Ach cha robh i gam creidsinn idir, idir, oir thuirt i, 
nach robh duine sam bith eile anns an taigh le fìaclan cho beaga bìodach. Gu fortanach dh'fhuasgail i an 
toimhseachan goirid às dèidh sin.  Chuala i fuaim agus cò bha ag ithe am measg nan ùbhlan ach luchag 
gaisgeil!

COLOURING IN COMPETITION
We were sent this excellent picture of a Lewis Chessman by our friends at LOOM and thought that we'd 
run a small competition to go with it.  So, if you fancy getting your colouring pens, pencils, or paints out 
and then sending us your picture (or a photo of your picture) we'd love to see them.  A small prize awaits 
the best colouring from someone 12 and under, and another prize is up for grabs for those aged 12 and 
over (remember, colouring is for all ages!).  

Anyone can enter, so perhaps if you have grandchildren, or nieces and nephews not in Bernera you might 
like to send them a copy.  Entries must be in by 14th March.  Send them to us at Croft 22 Kirkibost,  take a 
photo and whatsapp it to 07958 549784 or email them to hello@thedailyceilidh.co.uk
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UNSUNG HEROES AND GOOD SAMARITANS OF BERNERA AND TIR MOR

BERNERA BAKES... LEEK & POTATO PIE 

Careen MacLennan
Kirkibost

I live in Bannockburn and have been unable to visit my Mum at Benview in Bernera for quite some time 
now and have no idea when I might be able to. We speak on the phone daily and she tells me everything 
that's going on.  She tells me how you, her friends and neighbors, are making an otherwise unbearable 
situation so much easier for her. For that my family and I are so very grateful. I'm not going to name 
names in case I miss someone out but I am going to make a list of just some of the acts of kindness 
that mean so very much.

Shopping - The weekly "messages", the chemist, the papers, butcher, fish shop, coal & wood and things 
from the vet.

Lifts - Lifts to and from appointments at Doctors and Hospital.

Gifts - People have brought her soup, cakes, sweets, chocolate and tablet and even a Christmas Hamper.

Prescriptions - Her medication gets collected or brought to her.

DIY - From changing a light bulb to much bigger repair jobs.

Funerals - Simply standing with her as a funeral cortege passes.

Visits - Garden visits and the occasional cup of tea when restrictions allowed.

Phone calls - So important, do not underestimate.

Haircut - Yes she even blagged a haircut. (I'm so jealous ).

We have been so impressed by the thoughtfulness and friendship shown to my Mum and we will be 
forever grateful to the people of Bernera for your support and your time.  These have without a doubt 
been tough times but the true compassion and community spirit in Bernera deserves to be celebrated. 
On an individual level you have said "It's nothing, don't thank us, It's no big deal". But it is a Big Deal, you 
are all wonderful and I cannot tell you how much it means to us.

Take care of yourselves and each other and stay safe.  Thank You , Christine Jaffray and family

UNSUNG HEROES AND GOOD SAMARITANS OF BERNERA AND TIR MOR

Ingredients:
500g leeks
750g potatoes 
40g butter 
25g plain flour 
300ml warm milk
pinch of nutmeg
salt & black pepper
50g cheddar cheese, grated

Method:
Trim leeks and slice thickly and 
wash. Cook in boiling salted 
water for 8-10 min until almost 
tender.  Drain thoroughly, 
reserving the stock.

Boil the potatoes in salted water 
for 20-25 min until tender & drain. 

Melt 25g of butter gently in a 
small saucepan, sprinkle in flour 
and stir over a low heat for 2 
mins until straw coloured.  

Remove from heat and gradually 
stir in all but 2 tablespoons of the 
milk, then return to the heat and 
simmer, stirring until thick and 
smooth.  Stir 150ml of the leek 
stock gradually into the white 
sauce.  Bring back to boil, stirring 
constantly, add nutmeg, salt and 
pepper to taste.  Remove from 
heat.

Heat the oven to 190C.

Slice 1/3 of the potatoes and stir 
gently into leeks and turn into a 
greased ovenproof dish.  Pour on 
the sauce.  Carefully turn with a 
fork to coat thoroughly.

Add remaining butter and milk to 
the rest of the potatoes.  Season, 
then mash until smooth, beat in 
half the cheese. 

Spread the mash over the 
vegetables then sprinkle with the 
rest of the cheese.

Bake in oven for 20-25 mins until 
the topping is golden brown.  
Serve hot.



Issue #12

Bernera News - Issue #12 - February 2021Page 8

YOUNG ISLANDER’S CHALLENGE
Working in partnership with the Scottish Government and the National Islands Plan, we want to understand 
what it’s like to live and grow up in our island communities from the people who know best – you!

We want to know your views on topics that matter to your life like:

What are the issues that affect your life? What is good about your island community?
What could be better about your island community? What would you change if you could?
What would you like to see the Young Islander’s Network do and/or achieve?

In addition to understanding young people’s views, we are going to provide 
training and support to young people and will work with young people and 
community-based youth groups to establish a Young Islander’s Network.

At this stage, we are opening for pre-registration to the project and will get 
things really moving early 2021. If this all sounds like you or young people you work with, check out the link 
below and pre-register to take part – it's even FREE!

Visit https://youthscotland.org.uk/programmes/young-islanders-challenge/ to find out more.

Hallo, is mise Kate NicLeòid 
agus is ann à sgìre àlainn Ùig a 
tha mi ann an Eilean Leòdhais. 
Bha mi glè òg nuair a’ thòisich 
mi a’ snàmh ‘s a mhuir, agus tha 
mi fhathast a’ dol ann cho tric ‘s 
urrainn dhomh!

Wild Water swimming has 
become the “in thing”, with one 
research study suggesting an 
almost 300% increase in 
popularity in the last year. Social 

media is awash with images of 
swimsuit and wetsuit clad 
swimmers of all ages taking a 
chilly dip in cold open waters, 
salt or fresh.

I’m more interested in exploring 
beneath the waves. Nothing can 
keep me away from the sea: 
even on days when it’s gusting 
70mph+, I’ll be at Reef Beach, 
soaking up the atmosphere and 
the amazing colours that come 
with ‘bad’ weather, both above 
the sea’s surface and below! 

Our society and culture equate 
winter with darkness, sadness, 
cold and loneliness, but to me 
it’s just as beautiful and 
inspirational as Hebridean 
summers. Yes it’s cold and dark, 
but it’s raw and powerful and 
peaceful, even if there’s a gale 
blowing. My passion for the 
outdoors and specifically the 
ocean hasn’t faded with time, 
and I have now completed an 
exciting new 4-part series called 
‘Miann na Maighdinn-mara’ or 
Mermaid Tales. The series 

explores the Uig coastline from 
North to South, and follows my 
journey as I experience some 
new and amazing adventures 
like kayaking with seals and 
open water (middle of the sea) 
swimming! Along the way I learn 
about Uig’s incredible history 
from some of the most 
knowledgeable locals, and start 
to see our beautiful island in a 
new way. The project has been 
an absolute dream to work on, 
and I really hope I’ve done 
justice to our wonderful island, 
and shown its beauty from a 
different perspective. 

The first episode of Miann na 
Maighdinn-mara will be airing 
on BBC ALBA on Tuesday, 16th 
March at 8:30pm, and weekly 
after that.

ON THE SOFA... KATE MACLEOD
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Charles Innes of Inverness

Colin Halliday
Kirkibost

THE STORY OF THE BERNERA RIOT - PART 2 
Word of these happenings 
reached Bernera and whilst 
Angus was languishing in prison 
for his part in the fracas, Donald 
MacDonald “Dan” of 25 Valasay 
took it upon himself to go from 
house to house raising the 
people of Bernera. He is said to 
have told a man from Bosta:
 

“Bi 'n-àird, tha thusa gle bhlàth 
agus comhfhurtail ann an sinn 's 
do nàbaidh air leacan fuara ann 
am priosan Steòrnabhaigh”. 
(“Get up, you're warm and 
comfortable there and your 
neighbour is on cold slabs in 
Stornoway Prison.”)
 

He sent boats to Carloway and 
Uig to muster more men until 
finally about 150 men were 
congregated at Garynahine. The 
piper, Iain Maclennan ‘Iain an 
Dròbhair’ from Kneep in Uig kept 
the group's enthusiasm alive 
during the long march to 
Stornoway.

Word of the imminent onslaught 
had reached the Stornoway 
police station so Angus was 
cleaned-up, dressed in new 
clothes and released in the hope 
of stopping the marchers. The 
Procurator Fiscal, the 
Sheriff-Clerk and all the 
policemen in Stornoway led by 

Superintendent Donald Cameron 
met the mini-army at Manor 
Farm. He advised them to return 
home promising them that they 
would correct all the wrongs if 
they did. There were murmurings 
amongst the Bernera men for a 
while then Dan raised his voice 
saying: 

“The police had many years to 
correct the wrongs and didn't do 
it, they won't do it now either, 
they don't have the authority.” 

With these words they marched 
into Stornoway. They spent that 
night at Goathill and the 
following morning they made 
their way to the castle to meet 
with Sir James Matheson, the 
proprietor of Lewis, to air their 
grievances. They were 
determined to put their 
grievances to him in person. This 
was achieved and Sir James 
professed ignorance of what 
was being done in his name and 
promised to look into the whole 
affair. The men returned home 
with high hopes of justice. 

A few weeks later three Bernera 
men; Angus Macdonald, Norman 
Macaulay (both of Tobson) and 
Iain Macleod of Breaclete 
received summonses to appear 
in court to be charged with 
assault of Colin Maclennan, the 
Sheriff Officer. The case was 

heard on July 17th 1874. 

The defence lawyer was Charles 
Innes of Inverness, after whom 
Dun Innes is named. Due to his 
brilliant defence and adroit 
questioning, in a trial that lasted 
until 10.00 pm, a ‘not guilty’ 
verdict was passed.

Donald Munro, the Chamberlain 
of Lewis at the time and the 
instigator of the above dealings 
with the Bernera crofters, was 
heartily disliked and feared 
throughout the whole island for 
his many tyrannical acts. This 
trial proved to be his downfall. 
He lost his many offices and 
died a pauper. Stories are still 
told of his many acts of petty 
tyranny, and his ignominious end 
is considered to be part of the 
justice secured at the trial. 

This was the first rising by 
crofters in Scotland standing up 
for their rights and lead to the 
eventual passing of the Crofters 
Act of 1886. 

The Bernera Riot is today 
commemorated by a cairn built 
of stones from every croft on 
Bernera and capped by stones 
from the crofts of the three men 
who stood trial. 

The full trial report can be read in 
Bernera Museum.
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TAKING FOR GRANTED!

Rev Hugh Maurice Stewart
Uig & Bernera

We have been asked to include a small section within the Bernera News where people can advertise things 
for sale, to give away, or wanted in our local community.  To include an advert please send us an email to 
hello@thedailyceilidh.co.uk or ring us on 01851 600159, and make sure you include contact details that 
you don't mind being published for anyone to get in touch.

Any jam makers? I have about 30 empty jam jars looking for a home. Metal screw-on tops….free to collect.
Call Peter Howe on 612332.

Peter is also looking for a small chest freezer, if anyone has one that they are interested in selling or 
rehoming. You can contact him as above.

BERNERA BUY, SELL, SWAP 

During our current pandemic, a sense of nostalgia has developed for many of us over how we remember 
our lives last year. 

Do you remember how things were last February 2020? ……Going into the supermarket without a mask? 
…. Going to the airport, then hopping aboard a plane and 50 minutes later arriving in Glasgow? …. 
responding to a friend’s call to come over for a good ceilidh, or simply for everyone and his dog to come 
together to watch the big match or the latest blockbuster movie on Sky?  

A characteristic common to all these reminiscences is the word ‘freedom’. We had the freedom without 
a second thought to do, within reason, what we wanted, when we wanted, with whom we wanted and 
how we wanted. 

As the Gaelic phrase says, “Nach oirrne a thàinig an dà lathà!’ Literally, translated into English: “Isn’t it on 
us the two days have come”. A wise saying indicating a complete change of circumstance being 
experienced across a distinct period.

For many of us, if we were to be honest, we would acknowledge how much we took our freedoms for 
granted. As if somehow or other we were deserving of them; ignorant of the privilege and blessing of 
which we were recipients of. In a nutshell, taking everything for granted.

This happens within families as well when the bedrock foundation of our families are removed: father, 
mother, grandfather, grandmother, brother, sister, nephew, niece. It was not that we did not love them 
dearly, but we did not fully understand the debt we will forever owe them -  for their love, their care, their 
wisdom, their humour, until they were taken from us. 

All along, and perhaps unbeknown to us, they were divine gifts. For a 
time, given by God to bless us through. A time where our lives were 
enriched immeasurably. Their presence and love blessing us selflessly, 
continuously, and zealously.  Let us, therefore, remember that ‘every good 
gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and comes down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning with us’, 
James. 1:1.

And in remembering let us be thankful to God for all those special people 
in our families, our workplaces, our communities, that God has blessed 
us with. Committing ourselves not to take these divine gifts for granted, 
or the Creator who made them. 

Count your blessings
Name them one by one
Count your blessings
See what God has done


